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KAMPALA: EHAHRD-Net CONCERNED ABOUT STIFLING OF THE MEDIA IN
UGANDA

The East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (EHAHRD-Net) is concerned
about recent attempts by the Government of Uganda to restrict freedom of expression. The arrest
on the 26™ April 2008 of Andrew Mwenda - Editor of The Independent biweekly magazine,
together with two of his colleagues and media reports about Government’s plans to increase
restrictions on the media are a worrying trend. EHAHRD-Net notes that there already exist
restrictive laws infringing upon media freedom in particular Sections 39 and 40 of the Penal
Code which provide for Sedition as a criminal offence which put in question the Government’s
commitment to democratic principles and respect of basic freedoms enshrined in the 1995
Constitution of the Republic of Uganda.

According to a statement released by Human Rights Network Uganda (HURINET), a founding
member of the EHAHRD-Net dated the 23rd May 2008; these incidents amount to worrisome
interference with media freedom by the State and constitute a breach of fundamental and basic
rights and freedoms which are universal, interdependent and inalienable.

The Foundation for Human Rights Initiative (FHRI), the Network’s focal point in Uganda, in its
recent open letter to the Third Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Information and
National Guidance, Hon. Ali Kirunda Kivejinja dated the 26™ May 2008, expressed concern
about the continuing restrictions on the media which has greatly affected the media’s ability to
impart information as effectively as their role demands.

“Restrictions on the media which exist under Uganda’s legal system are unacceptable and so are
the attempts by the state machinery to impose additional barriers to media freedom. Suppression
of the freedom of expression is a clear abuse of state power and should not be allowed to go on
unchallenged”, says Hassan Shire Sheikh, Chairperson of EHAHRDP/Net.

APPEAL:

EHAHRD-Net appeals to the Government of Uganda to refrain from harassment, arrest and
detention of human rights defenders, i.e. journalists and media practitioners;

The Government of Uganda should respect and adhere to provisions of the 1995 Constitution
which in Article 29 provides for freedom of speech and expression. The Government should
further ensure that laws are in line with the constitutional provisions and international law.



The Network calls upon the international community to join the campaign to exert pressure on
the Ugandan Government to remove all restrictions on the media, cease all attempts to impose
additional restrictions and guarantee freedom of expression.

All Network members are encouraged to further this appeal. Write to:

President of the Republic of Uganda, H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
Office of the President

Parliamentary Building

P.O Box 7168, Kampala

Tel: 0414-231900

Fax: 0414-2354881, 0414-343353

Vice President, Prof. Gilbert Bukenya
Office of the Vice president
Parliamentary Building

P.O Box 7539, Kampala

Tel: 0414-234590

Fax: 0414-344144
vppu@statehouse.go.ug

Prime Minister, Prof. Apollo Nsibambi
Postel Building

P.O Box 341, Kampala

Tel: 0414-258741. 0414-254252

Fax: 0414-341139

opm@imul.com

Minister of Ethics and Integrity, Nsaba Buturo
Office of the President

Parliamentary Building

P.O Box 7168, Kampala

Tel: +256-414-236430, +256-414-251539

Fax: +256-414-2354881, +256-414-343353

The Attorney General and Minister of Justice, Kiddhu Makubuya
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs

Parliament Avenue

P.0.Box 7183 Kampala

Uganda

Tel: 256-41- 230538

Fax: 256-41- 254829

E-mail: info@justice.go.ug

Minister of Internal Affairs, Dr. Ruhakana Rugunda


mailto:opm@imul.com
mailto:info@justice.go.ug

Ministry of Internal Affairs
P.O. Box 7191 Kampala
Uganda

Fax: +256-414-231188

Speaker of Parliament, Edward Sekandi
Parliament House

P.O. Box 7178 Kampala

Uganda

Tel: +256-414-341038

Fax: +256-414-231296

Inspector General of Police, Kale Kayihura
P.O. Box 7055 Kampala

Uganda

Tel: +256-414-258114

Fax: +256-414-258114

Mrs. Margaret Sekaggya

Chairperson

Uganda Human Rights Commission (UHRC)
P. O. Box 4929, Kampala

Uganda

Tel: +256-414-348007

Fax: +256-414-256621

uhrc@uhrc.org

For further information, please contact;

Ms Laetitia Bader, Human Rights Officer at advocacy@defenddefenders.org or +256-775-
141756

Laetitia Bader
Human Rights Officer [Regional and International Advocacy]

East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project
Human Rights House, Plot 1853 Lulume Rd., Nsambya
P.O. Box 70356 Kampala, Uganda

Tel: +256-414-256118

Fax: +256-414-256117

Website: http://www.yorku.ca/crs/AHRDP/index.htm
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